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Each observation you make will count towards all of your challenges that are in 
progress, meaning observing one new species could help you progress towards more 
than one challenge badge.

You can find instructions on how to earn a challenge badge under Your Mission on 
the challenge page. Some challenges have general requirements, like “observe 10 
new species” and some are a lot more specific, like “observe 5 insects and 10 plants”
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When taking photos:
• Try to focus on one species in your frame– Seek can get confused with multiple 

species.
• Try different angles to see if it can identify. If you are looking at a leaf, try looking at 

a flower.
• If the ID meter still is not getting to species, it means that Seek likely cannot 

identify the exact species. In this case, you can take a picture anyway and use the 
species nearby in this taxon on the identification page and/or post it to iNaturalist.

Since Seek was designed with privacy in mind to make it kid-friendly, its data is 
stored entirely on your device, and deleting Seek will delete your observations. To 
move observations to a new device, please follow the instructions for transferring 
your data to a new phone provided by your phone’s operating system.

The on-screen identification model in the Seek camera is pretty sophisticated, so it 
may run slowly on older devices, and is not compatible with iOS 10 or earlier. If this is 
the case, you can still upload photos you have already taken to earn badges in Seek.

TIPS FOR SEEK



Seek is designed & developed by the iNaturalist team:
Abhas Misraraj, Amanda Bullington, Alex Shepard, Scott Loarie, Ken-ichi Ueda, 
Carrie Seltzer, Tony Iwane, Patrick Leary, and Yaron Budowski. Special thanks to 
Visipedia and the iNaturalist community.

iNaturalist is a joint initiative of the California Academy of Sciences and the National 
Geographic Society. Seek was originally created with support from HHMI Tangled 
Bank Studios and enhanced with support from Our Planet on Netflix and WWF.

For help with Seek, please email help+seek@inaturalist.org
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